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abbywinters.com Affiliate Handbook 
Monday, 27 February 2012 
v3.1 
 

Overview 
Welcome to the abbywinters.com affiliate program! As an abbywinters.com affiliate, 

you have the opportunity to promote one of the highest-rated, well respected, most 

ethical and most profitable sites on the web. 

 

The abbywinters.com affiliate program is a little different than other programs you 

may be used to. Our unique selling points are different, we have different 

requirements and ask some different things of our affiliates. We’re here to help you 

every step of the way, and this document offers you the fundamental things you’ll 

need to know when setting up. 

 

Unlike some affiliate programs, we believe working with affiliates is a collaborative 

business relationship, and like any business relationship, there needs to be an 

agreement of the terms, methods for review, and a spirit of working together to 

achieve common goals. Some of this start up work is a little onerous, but we can 

assure you it’s worthwhile. 

 

Please be aware that this document covers only the special points related to the 

abbywinters.com affiliate program. If you are a member of other affiliate programs 

that use GMBill, this document doesn’t cover them, and their procedures may be 

different. 

 

Changes 
The latest version of this document will always be available to download at 

http://affiliates.abbywinters.com, minor changes (usually just clarifications, not a 

change to policy) are made every few months. When we make a more significant 

change, we’ll notify all affiliates by email, a post on the aff boards and in this 

document. 
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Contacting us 
We’re based Amsterdam, GMT+1. Our office hours are 10am to 6.30pm. These are the 

same offices we run our production shop from. There are several channels to contact 

us, and no less than three departments that can help you. 

 

Marketing 

Our marketing department has a dedicated affiliate administrator, who can help to 

almost all of your queries. If nothing else, they will know who to talk to, to get stuff 

done. In general, they should be your first port of call. 

 

Customer Support 

We have a customer support department than can solve a some affiliate-related 

queries (they specialise in customer support, however). 

 

Accounting 

If there are problems with payments, you can contact our Affiliate Administrator, but 

the folks from the Accounting Department might also contact you directly. 
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Before  contacting us 

We ask that you consult our affiliate FAQ’s before contacting us, to allow us to focus 

on supporting new and original issues! You can find them here: 

 

 http://affiliates.abbywinters.com/affiliate-faqs/ 

 

 

Any time you contact us, it is essential you provide your four digit affiliate ID –

without this, we won’t be able to help you at all. 

 

 

Email 

affiliates@abbywinters.com 

 

You’ll be responded to within 8 business hours (our time zone) at the most. You’ll be 

assigned a ticket number for the issue, so ensure that ticket number is in the subject 

of the email to get the swiftest possible service. 

 

Ensure that these domains are white-listed in your spam filters: 

 

@abbywinters.com 

@gmbill.com 

 

ICQ, MSN, YIM 

When at work, our Affiliate Administrator will generally be online and available on 

these IM applications. We encourage you to add these to your preferred IM client. 

 

ICQ UIN: 414143754 

MSN name: abbywinters_affiliates@live.co.uk 

YIM name: abbywinters_affiliates@yahoo.com 

 

(note, these email addresses are not monitored, and are only used as IM handles). 

 

Skype & Google Talk 

 

Skype ID:  abbywinters_affiliates 

Google Talk ID: affiliates@abbywinters.com 

 

(note, these email addresses are not monitored, and are only used as IM handles). 
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Voice 

+31 20 622 7418 

 

We’re available by voice during normal business hours (1000 to 1830). Ask for the 

Affiliate Administrator. 

 

Fax 

Fax is terribly 1990’s, and we’re way cooler than that, so we don’t have one. 
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Forums 

We monitor and participate in the forums each business day, but we prefer you do not 

raise personal items there, to keep the noise down. We welcome opening of 

discussion topics, feature requests and so on. 

 
The affiliate Forum is here: 
 

http://forums.abbywinters.com/vbulletin/forumdisplay.php?f=600  

 
Website members and models do not have access to the affiliate forum. 
 
You’ll need to be logged into the website, and that same username and password are 
needed to get you into the Forums. If you want to change your username and make it 
a handle of some kind, let your Affiliate Administrator know. 
 
We use the Affiliate Forum to get feedback from affs about our program, and to let 
affs talk to each other about how to best promote our site. It can also be a good place 
to get help, but the fastest way is usually contacting affiliate support 
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Registering with billing services 
Overview 
To promote abbywinters.com, you need to register with at least one billing agent. 
 
Our primary billing agent is GMBill.com (“GMB”). At least 99% of all our sales go 
through GMBill.com, so if you want payouts from us, you must register with GMBill! 
 

We use CCBill.com (“CCB”) as our backup biller, should there be a problem with 

GMBill.com, the bank GMB uses, or the customer’s credit card. This is quite rare – we 

get a few sales a month from CCBill, usually because GMB rejects the customers card. 

However, we recommend you register with both, and link to both, to be sure that no 

sales are missed. 

 

Setting up with GMBill 
Our Affiliate Administrator will set up your GMB affiliate account for you, based on 
the info you provide.  
 

Authentication Keys 

Like most billing companies, GMBill.com provides billing services for many paysites. 

Each paysite has a unique identifier with GMBill, as does each affiliate. Before an 

affiliate can promote a paysite, they need to set up a GMB affiliate account, and have 

at least one sub-account. Each sub-account has its own “Auth Key”. 

 
An authentication key (or just “auth key”) allows an affiliate to create a sub-account 

in GMBill.com to promote a website. Auth keys are provided by the webmaster whose 

website the affiliate is promoting. Of course, an affiliate can promote any number of 

GMB paysites, but each paysite uses a different auth key.  

 
Auth keys allow affiliates, GMB, GMB clients (like abbywinters.com), and customers 

(end users) maintain relationships that are very useful for reporting purposes for all 

parties (but especially for GMB clients and affiliates). Reporting for affiliates ranges 

from basic to specific, and everywhere in between. An affiliate might ask: 

 
• “Which GMB site is performing the best?” 

• “Does traffic from this page featuring Emily convert better when sent directly 
to the tour or to the portal page, over the last four weeks?” 

 
Attached to the auth key is the following info: 

 
• The GMB paysite ID 
• The destination URL (where traffic will be sent) 
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• The payout rate (in $ or %) 
• If rebills are paid 

 
Note that many affiliates can use the same auth key – affiliate ID is not included in 

the auth key. 

 
Auth keys look like this (this one does not work!): 
 
 F9Q7-HOG6-W3F7-4SMP 
 
Sub-accounts are tied to an auth key. All sub-accounts must have at least one auth 

key; you must have an auth key to set up both an account with GMB, and your first 

sub-account. Auth keys must be provided by GMB pay sites; you cannot make them 

up. 

 
abbywinters.com has several auth keys, and over time you may be offered special 

ones for specific purposes. At the most basic level, a different auth key is used for a 

specific type of traffic (TGP, blog site, review site, pay site, etc). If you run several 

kinds of sites, it’s extremely important that you use the correct auth key and sub-

account when you code your links into your pages. 

 
If you use the wrong auth key for your traffic, you may be disqualified from 

participating in incentive opportunities. If you don’t know which one to use for 

your method of promotion, please ask. 

 
The payout rate is tied to the auth key. At abbywinters.com, all the basic auth keys 

pays the same way: 50% for the initial sale and 50% for rebills. 

 
Some incentive programs we run might bump initial sales to, say, 60% for a specific 

time period – we’d assign you a new auth key, and sales for a given period would be 

increased (the links you use to send us traffic will still work, and will not need to be 

changed, however). 
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Affiliate ID 

When you are set up through GMBill, you will be assigned a four-digit “Aff ID.” This 

number will stay constant throughout your tenure as a GMBill affiliate, no matter how 

many GMB paysites you promote.  

 
Whenever you make contact with abbywinters.com, or GMBill.com, you must provide 

your four digit aff ID. 

 

Sub-Accounts 

Sub-accounts are the key to tracking traffic. You may set up as many sub-accounts as 

you wish, but you must have at least one sub-account for each GMB client you 

promote. 

 

Some affiliates – TGP folks, most often – may have 10, 20, 30 subaccounts, for 

different types of pages they make. Other affiliates – folks who run review sites – may 

only ever have one sub-account. 

 

To make a new sub-account, log in to GMB as an affiliate, and click on the sub-

account menu item. Select an auth key listed there (if the sales method is the same 

as your other auth keys, use that. If the sales method is different, ask your affiliate 

liaison for the appropriate auth key), give it a name, and click save – a new sub 

account is generated. 
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Setting up with CCBill 
While less than 1% of abbywinters.com sales are processed through CCBill, we 

recommend you set up with CCBill as well. There are some important points to 

remember about CCBill and abbywinters.com: 

 
• Sales made through CCBill are not reflected in GMBill’s reporting screens 
• Any performance incentives applied to sales, such as increased commissions, do 

not apply to sales made through CCBill 
• Standard CCBill payout rules and schedules apply 

 
To sign up for the abbywinters.com CCBill program, use this URL: 
 

http://affiliates.abbywinters.com/ccbill-register/  
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Coding your links 
Overview 
There are some issues to consider when coding your link for sending traffic to 

abbywinters.com. This section offers guidance on what consider, both in terms of 

content selection and in terms of the technical aspects. 

 

Link codes are your key to getting paid. If you don’t link correctly, you will not get 
credit for the sale.  
 

Anatomy of a GMBill.com link code 
As with all link codes in all abbywinters.com affiliate support documentation, the 

affID shown for example purposes is our own, so don’t use this one! 

 
http://www.gmbill.com/redirect.php?aff=1031xB4F&track=bigpic 

 

Items in red indicate variables (that affiliates can change at their discretion). Items in 

green are variables GMB assigns to you, and must never be changed by an affiliate – 

they should always be copied and pasted from GMB (info on how to do that is below). 

 
 

  

Required fields Optional fields 

http://www.gmbill.com/ redirect.php? aff=1031 4x7F8 &track=bigpic 

Redirects the surfer to the 

GMB site to set the cookie 

The page that 

actually does 

the cookie 

setting, and the  

redirection. The 

question mark 

indicates there 

is a variable 

following. 

The first part of 

the variable – 

the affiliate 

account 

number, a 

unique four 

digit ID 

exclusive to 

each affiliate. 

The 

identification 

of the sub 

account this 

sale will be 

credited to. 

 

Sub accounts 

are attached 

to an Auth 

key.  

An optional variable, 

maximum 12 

characters in length, to 

allow you to further 

track sales. 

  

In this example, we 

have used the variable 

“bigpic”. You can use 

whatever alpha-

numeric string you like. 
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Getting a link code from GMB 
While it’s tempting and easy to copy, paste then edit a link code from this document, 

or from pages you have made to promote other GMB client sites, or from another 

affiliate, we recommend you do not. To be 100% sure the link code you use will credit 

you for your sales, log into GMB, to copy and paste from there. 

 
Link codes are tied to sub-accounts, and each sub-account has a different link code. 

To see your link codes, log into the affiliate portal of GMBill: 

 
https://www.gmbill.com/affiliates/login.php 

 

(If you are not sure of your AffID, password or email address you used, contact our 

Affiliate Administrator). 

 
Choose “Sub Accounts” from the left menu. Select the sub-account you want, and 
click “Load.” 
 
When you click “Load,” link code is displayed in the box “URL”. You can select and 

copy this code. It will look similar to this: 

 
http://www.gmbill.com/redirect.php?aff=1031xB4F 
(Do not use this link code!) 

 
Most people don’t, but you can append a tracking variable onto the end of your link 

code. The variable may be any letters or numbers up to 12 characters in length. The 

variable will be listed in your join summary. An example is: 

 
http://www.gmbill.com/redirect.php?aff=1031xB4F&track=123456789abc 
(Do not use this link code! ) 

 
Any joins coming through with this code would be listed on the summary page with 

the tracking code “123456789abc”. You can have as many different tracking codes as 

you wish, and you do not need to set them up in advance. 
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Merging CCBill and GMBill link codes 
GMBill offers a tool that will allow you to merge your GMBill link code with your CCBill 

link code, so that both cookies are set at once and your traffic is credited on both 

billers. You can find it at this URL: 

 
https://www.gmbill.com/site/afflink_encode.php  

 

While this tool has never failed to work, official GMB and abbywinters.com policy is 

that we do not support nor guarantee this tool. Use it at your own risk. 

 

Traffic Destination 
Where your traffic goes when a surfer clicks on the link is determined in-part by you 

and in-part by your auth key, and is selected in the sub-account settings. 

 
Each auth key can send traffic to one or more destinations, depending on how 

abbywinters.com has configured the key. All auth keys have a “default” destination, 

where traffic goes if you don’t specify something else. 

 
Currently, most auth keys go to this simple destination: 

 
http://www.abbywinters.com 

 

Let us know if you’d like it to go elsewhere. 
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Content Selection 
AW makes content available to only classes of affiliates who need it for promotion – 

TGP’s and sometimes blogs. If you promote in another class and need content, 

contact our Affiliate Administrator. 

 
When selecting content, keep in mind the content limits you agreed to when you 

signed onto the abbywinters.com program. Enforcement of those limitations is strict. 

When in doubt, consult the Acceptable Use Policy (part of your Agreement), or ask 

the Affiliate Administrator. 

 
Each affiliate account has a fixed username for the website, “aff_????”, where ???? is 

your GMBill Aff ID. 

 
Your selection from AW is tied to this username. You do not have access to the entire 

site; instead, you have been assigned one or more groups of content to choose from, 

based in part on the sort of content you requested. When new content is added to the 

site that matches the sort of content you requested, it will be made available to you.  

 
We make around 9 updates a week to AW, and around half of that is video updates 

(not available for promotion at this time). Be aware that content may not be added to 

your group on a regular basis; it may depend on the kinds of models you have access 

to, and whether or not we are able to shoot models of that type. We will try to get 

fresh content to you frequently, but cannot guarantee a particular schedule. 

 
If you have a problem with the amount of content assigned to you, please contact our 

Affiliate Administrator, so they can help you find a solution. 

 
Remember that all content you select for your promotional efforts must come from 

your “aff_????” account. You are not permitted to use any other AW account to select 

content. 

 
To find the content that you can use, log in using your provided affiliate account 

information. The main news page reflects all content added to the site, but as 

discussed above, you will not have access to every piece of content. To find content 

assigned to you, go to the Browse menu at the top of the screen, and choose scenes 

from there.  

 
It is very important that you use only content assigned to you. Using content not 

assigned to you can result in the cancellation of your Agreement, as outlined in 

the Agreement and Acceptable Use Policy. 
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RTA tags 
abbywinters.com considers protecting children on the internet to be of paramount 

importance, and requires all business partners to as well. As an industry, we need to 

present a unified front: we do not want to sell or show adult content to kids, and 

we’re doing what we can to stop it from happening. If we don’t do enough, 

governments will legislate in this area. That’s not going to be good for anyone! 

 
At a minimum, this requires  abbywinters.com promotional pages to have tags in 

compliance with www.rtalabel.org.  

 
These tags are not optional, and you will trigger penalties under your Agreement if 

you fail to implement them. Affiliates are given one chance only when a page is 

released without correct RTA tags. The second time this occurs, the affiliate account 

will be terminated. Unpaid balances will be retained, and donated to RTA, and all 

following traffic will be directed to a neutral site. 

 
RTA tags are not visible to users, do not cost anything to get or add, and require the 

addition of one tiny text file to your server, and one line to your HTML. The 

abbywinters.com affiliate team will not accept any excuses for failure to add RTA 

tags. 

 
To add an RTA tag, use this URL: 
 

http://www.rtalabel.org/index.php?content=howto 
 

You add a line to the <HEAD> section of every HTML page that promotes 

abbywinters.com – we recommend to all pages on your site. Add the RTA button to 

the front page (and AW pages) as well. That’s all there is to it! 
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Prohibited Keywords 
The abbywinters.com Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) prohibits the use of keywords 

identified by the Association of Sites Advocating Child Protection (ASACP) as generally 

identifying child pornography. 

 
abbywinters.com is a member of the ASACP, and while we do not require that our 

affiliates also be members (though we do appreciate it), we do require that our 

affiliates adhere to ASACP standards when creating content.  

 
Promotion of child pornography along with abbywinters.com content, or promotion of 

links containing child pornography, is unacceptable. If we catch you promoting child 

pornography (with or without abbywinters.com content), we will report your activities 

to appropriate law enforcement agencies and will cooperate fully with any law 

enforcement investigation of child pornography production or distribution. 

 
You are prohibited from using words or word combinations on the ASACP List of 

Unacceptable Terms. These words are frequently used in relation to child 

pornography. You may not use these words in domain names, page names, URLs, 

keywords, meta tags, link names, text names, or banner graphics. If in doubt, do not 

do it. 

 
The list of unacceptable terms is always available here: 
 

http://www.asacp.org/page.php?content=terms2 
 
Affiliates who do not speak English as their native language should be aware that, in 

English, “Lolita” is the name of a book and movie dealing with underage sex and child 

pornography, and the word is used to promote or link to child pornography or 

associate pictures with child pornography in the mind of English-speaking surfers.  

 
Do not use this word, or link to sites that use it. 
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URL Database 
Once your pages are live, you must enter them into the URL Database. This allows us 

to spot check affiliates to provide feedback and help on promoting abbywinters.com. 

We periodically award affiliates doing a good job.  

 
The data entry page for the URL Database is: 
 

http://affiliates.abbywinters.com/url-submission/ 
 
This is a web form that offers three boxes. Each box is required. 
 
Affiliate ID – your four-digit Aff ID, assigned by GMBill 
 

URL list – The URL of the pages. You may enter multiple URLs here by separating 

them with a space, CR, LF or the “enter” key. 

 
You will also be presented with a “captcha” security code. If you are, simply enter 

the letters you see in the graphic. This is intended to help protect the data entry 

form from bots that periodically attack our site and send us garbage. 

 
Once you enter the information you need, hit “Submit.” You will get a message 

indicating success. Once you have it, no further action is required for that URL.  
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Using GMBill.com 
GMB provides a variety of powerful tools for affiliates to use to control and report on 

traffic, get paid, and see what’s going on with their accounts. 

 
This section is customised to highlighting the way abbywinters.com uses those 

features. Affiliates who promote other paysites using GMBill, may see slightly 

different things when looking at those sub-accounts, because not every sponsor uses 

every feature GMBill offers. 

 
Day to day, you can log into GMBill here: 

 
https://www.gmbill.com/affiliates/login.php 

 

Summary Page 
You will be presented with the “Summary” page, which gives you the overview of all 

your activity, broken down by sub-account. 

 

View Transactions 

You can change the time period displayed on the summary screen. By default, the 

display shows all activity ever. You can restrict the display to any preset time period, 

or choose your own range of dates.  

 
When restricting date ranges, you may get negative numbers for monetary values; this 

is caused by deductions for payouts made. 

 

Main Table 

The main table shows you most of the information you want to know about your sales 

activity. 

 
• Sub Account ID. Sub-accounts are displayed here, grouped by sponsoring 

website in dark blue.  

• Credit. Shows the total amount of money earned, by sub-account. 

• Debit. Shows the total amount of money paid to you, by sub-account. 

• No. Transactions. Shows the number of sales (GMB calls them “transactions”) 

for each sub-account. 

• Tracker. Shows the number of hits for each sub-account, and a percentage of 

those clicks that signed up. 

• Conversions. This shows a ratio of conversions for your traffic.  
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Total Sales Balance  

This is the total amount of money owed to you. It is the difference between “Credit” 

and “Debit,” and covers all the paysites you promote. This is the amount of money 

you will receive from GMBill on your next payout. 

 

Next Payout Period 

This box shows you exactly what your next payout will be, as a total, from all your 

sponsors, after any transaction fees. 

 

Transactions 

These three options offer a by-sub-account reporting tool. 

 
• Report. Offers a report that shows transactions by &track variable. 

• Download. Triggers a download of a CSV file showing transaction ID, date, 

time, &track variable, and amount paid. This file is suitable for importing into 

a spreadsheet program like Microsoft Excel. 

• View. Offers a report that shows transactions grouped by payout. 

• “Recurring Y/N” GMBill reports which sales are rebills and which are not, but 

the method is confusing to some affiliates. 

 
On the Summary page, click “View” on one of the sub-accounts. The right-most 

column is “Recurring.” Usually this field contains an “N”. 

 
This field does not tell you whether or not the sale is eligible to receive rebills. 

Instead, this field tells you whether a given transaction is a rebill or not. On original 

sales, the field is set to “N,” and when you’re paid for a rebill, it’s entered here as a 

separate transaction and is set to “Y”. 

 
To know if a sub-account is eligible for rebills or not (all are), go to the Sub-Accounts 

menu and check out the Payout Arrangements. If Payout Arrangements say you get 

rebills, you’ll get paid rebills when and if they occur. If Payout Arrangements don’t 

say anything about rebills, you don’t get them for that sub-account. 

 
Note that other GMBill client sites have different Payout Arrangements. 
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Account Details Page 
Select “Account Details” from the menu on the left side and you get a screen that 

allows you to edit basic details about yourself, such as your name, company name, 

address, etc. Most critical among these are your name, your email address, and your 

password to get into GMBill.  

 
abbywinters.com will use this email address to contact you, so please keep it 

updated! 
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Payment Prefs Page 
Select “Payment Prefs” from the menu on the left side, and you get a screen that 

allows you to tell GMB you payout method. 

 

Warning 

Every time you make a change here, your change must be manually approved by a 

human at GMBill before it takes effect. If you make a change and it is not manually 

approved before a payout happens, you will miss the payout. There is no charge or 

penalty or fee for missing a payout. If you miss your payout, your money will be held 

for you until the next payout. GMBill cannot make a special payout for you if this 

happens. GMB payouts occur each week, on Wednesday morning 1100 NL time. 

 
To set up a payment method, read the info around payment types here: 

 

 https://cards.gmbill.com/affiliates/affiliate-payout-options/  

 

Enter a meaningful description in “Account Description”. This will be referenced in 

the email you receive when a payout is made. 

 
GMBill will be notified automatically that you have added or updated your payment 

method. Until they manually approve your payment method settings, your payment 

method will be marked “UNCONFIRMED.” This is not an error or a problem! You will 

get an email when your payout account is approved. 

 

Once your payout method is approved 

Once your payout method is approved, the “Payment Prefs” screen will change. You 

will have the opportunity to select how often you want to be paid (weekly, monthly, 

etc.), the minimum amount you want to be paid, and which payment account you 

want to use, if you have more than one. This screen will also let you see when your 

next payout is due, change your payout date, or request a payment on the next 

payout date if you were not originally scheduled to get a payout then. Remember to 

click “Update” to save your changes! 
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Sub Accounts Page 
The “Sub Accounts” menu lets you set up new sub-accounts or find out useful 

information about each sub-account (like your link code!) 

 
Important settings of this page include: 

 
• Notification emails. Check this box if you want to receive an email when a sale 

is made on this sub-account. 

• Redirect Destination. This determines where your traffic will be sent on a 

click-through. With abbywinters.com, you can use a drop-down box to select a 

variety of destinations. 

• URL. This is your link code.  

 
Remember that your link code is different for every sub-account! 

 

-- 

End. 


